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The Angel Within

FROM THE WRITINGS OF RAV YONAH KARPILOV (MINSKER)

“THE POWERS OF MAN - FROM
RAVYERUCHEM LEVOVITZ ZT”L”
Creation is divided into four categories:
inanimate objects like rock (domem),
plant life (zome ach), animal (chai), and
human (medaber). At first thought, these
categories are entirely separate types, each
disconnected from the others. The inanimate
object has no power to grow, the plant lacks
the qualities of the animal, and so on.

However, when we delve a little deeper,
we should notice that each category can
help sustain the one above it. There are
certain types of plants that grow from the
moisture found within rocks. Clearly, then,
even the inanimate object possesses within
it some power of growth. Similarly, plant
life contains some spark of the animate,
since plants provide life and sustenance
to animals. This means that within each
level lays dormant the power to move up
to another level.

The Torah relates that the mouth of the
donkey of Bilam was “opened by Hashem”
and began to speak, and Chazal prove that
an animal is not inherently lacking the
ability to speak; it just needs an opening.
The animal turns into something human-
like with just a small opening.

However, if this is true, then we must
understand why they are separate
categories. Why give them titles and names
if each one can move up a level anyway?

It must be that these abilities to move up a
level is something that lays dormant within
them, and that the items themselves (sadly)
do not dream of moving up to another level.
They’re unaware of the great power that
lies within them. They remain comfortable
remaining at the stage they are.

This is a great lesson that invalidates our
excuses. We might think that we have no
ability to grow (know that expression,
“rocks for brains?’) but we must
understand that one can always move up.
Yes, even those at the human level can also
move up!

To be human is not just having the ability to
speak. There are higher levels within that,
when tapped into, create the equivalence of
entering a new category.

This is proven from the very same donkey!
On the passuk, “And Hashem opened
the mouth of the donkey,” the Seforno
explains: “Hashem gave it the power to
speak, as in the phrase ‘Hashem, open my
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lips™ (Tehillim 51:17). At first glance, this
comparison is odd; how can the Seforno
compare the donkey rising to the level of
a human to the request made by Dovid
Hamelech to Hashem to allow Dovid to
praise Him?

It must be that speaking in praise of
Hashem is also moving up a level — albeit
within the human category.

Speaking in praise of Hashem is having a
greater awareness of Hashem, and any new
awareness, any new level of understanding,
is itself an act of moving up a category.

Man can continuously become more
angelic, and among malachim, there are
endless levels. Therefore, each additional
greater awareness of Hashem is a new
stage of human growth.

However, there is more to analyze!



THE

Zera Emes

iplal il

PROJECT

Just like one can move up a level (or many),
sadly, it appears that one can move down a
level as well. When Avraham was on his
journey toward the Akeidah, he turned to
Eliezer and Yishmael and asked them if
they saw the fire above Har Hamoriah.
They said they didn’t see anything, and
Avraham told them to “remain with the

donkey,” while he and Yitzchak were
going ahead.

Chazal explain that they (the humans)
were compared to the donkey (an animal)
because they could not see the prophetic
vision of fire. This means that one can
move down a level as well; he can go from

human to animal!
That ability, too, is dormant within us.

Instead of being defined by perceived
categories, we should try to become more
aware of Hashem and bring forth the
angelic powers within us.
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Rav Yonah Karpilov (Velinski) was born in Minsk in 1909. At that time, there were many great Gedolim learning in Minsk, including Rav Aharon Kotler,
Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky, and Rav Reuven Grozovsky. Rav Yonah Minsker - as he became known - was another Gadol of whom the city of Minsk is

extraordinarily proud.

In 1918, he entered the local yeshiva, under the authority of Rav Yehoshua Tzimbeles. Rav Shlomo Meltzer became his first rebbi. Rav Yonah studied
for five years under Rav Baruch Ber Leibowitz and began publishing Torah in journals at that time. Rav Baruch Ber even wrote a glowing letter about

him when he was just 16 years old!

At 17, he, along with his close friend, Rav Eliyahu Chazan, joined the Mirrer yeshiva. There, he made a name for himself as one of the leaders of the

students of the yeshivah.

Rav Sholom Shapiro, a veteran Mirrer talmid, writes: “The yeshiva’s most distinguished talmidim actually sat [not at the mizrach vant but] along the
western wall, on the benches at the back. The first place was occupied by the gaon Rav Yonah Karpilov ... and in the parallel row [sat] the gaon Rav
Aryeh Leib (Malin). Whoever had any difficulty with his learning went to them, and they would resolve it clearly and lucidly.”

In 1930, when Rav Leizer Yudel sent a group of his finest students to learn under the Brisker Rav, Rav Yonah was chosen to be among the group,
which included Rav Leib, Rav Michel Feinstein, Rav Henoch Fishman, Rav Naftali Wasserman, and Rav Ephraim Mordechai Ginsburg. Despite the
challenging economic situation caused by the onset of the Great Depression, Rav Leizer Yudel financially supported the kibbutzin Brisk.

Legend states that when Rav Yonah had to leave the area for a short time the Brisker Rav refused to continue the shiuruntil Rav Yonah would return.
Rav Simcha Sheps and Rav Binyamin Tzeilberger considered Rav Yonah to be their rebbi.
At the start of World War I, when all of the religious Jews converged on Vilna - as per the instruction of Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzenski, as it was
considered a safe city - Rav Yonah once again reunited with his rebbi, the Brisker Rav, and again attended his shiurim.

Rav Yonah did not travel with the Mir through Russia, and after the yeshiva escaped, he was “alone” in Kovna. This was a two-way bereavement,
because the bachurei Mir were bereft of “the Mir with Rav Yonah.” His absence was felt.
He was murdered in the summer of 1941 together with R’ Avraham Grodzenski outside the Slobodka yeshivah. Hyd.



